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House of Representatives, April 13, 2005 
 
The Committee on Environment reported through REP. ROY 
of the 119th Dist., Chairperson of the Committee on the part of 
the House, that the bill ought to pass. 
 

 
 
 
AN ACT CONCERNING CUSTOM SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2005) (a) The Commissioner of 1 
Agriculture shall adopt regulations, in accordance with the provisions 2 
of chapter 54 of the general statutes, regarding custom slaughter 3 
facilities in which livestock intended for food are slaughtered for, and 4 
returned to, the owner of such animal for personal consumption. Such 5 
regulations shall include (1) sanitation standards for custom slaughter 6 
facilities and other appurtenances used in the slaughter of animals, 7 
dressing and cleaning of carcasses, holding and handling of carcasses 8 
and holding of animals for custom slaughter, and (2) health 9 
requirements for animals for slaughter. 10 

(b) The regulations adopted pursuant to subsection (a) of this 11 
section shall not apply to slaughter facilities licensed and inspected by 12 
the United States Department of Agriculture, pursuant to the federal 13 
Meat Inspection Act or the federal Poultry Products Inspection Act.  14 
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This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 
Section 1 October 1, 2005 New section 
 
ENV Joint Favorable  
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The following fiscal impact statement and bill analysis are prepared for the benefit of members of the 

General Assembly, solely for the purpose of information, summarization, and explanation, and do not 

represent the intent of the General Assembly or either House thereof for any purpose: 

 

OFA Fiscal Note 
 
State Impact: 

Agency Affected Fund-Effect FY 06 $ FY 07 $ 
Department of Agriculture GF - Cost Minimal Minimal 
Note: GF=General Fund  

Municipal Impact: None  

Explanation 

It is anticipated that the Commissioner of the Department of 
Agriculture (DOAG) can adopt regulations concerning custom 
slaughter facilities within their budgetary resources.   It is estimated 
that implementation of the regulations will require the inspection of 
six slaughterhouses, two times a year.  This will divert the resources of 
an Agriculture Marketing and Inspection Representative for 
approximately six days per year (four hours for each inspection) away 
from current duties.  The impact is anticiapted to be minimal. 
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OLR Bill Analysis 
HB 5586  
 
AN ACT CONCERNING CUSTOM SLAUGHTERHOUSES 
 
SUMMARY: 
The bill requires the agriculture commissioner to adopt regulations 
concerning custom slaughter facilities that slaughter livestock intended 
for the animal owners’ personal consumption.  It requires the 
regulations to include sanitation standards.  It provides that they do 
not apply to slaughter facilities licensed and inspected by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) under federal law.  
 
EFFECTIVE DATE:  October 1, 2005 
 
REGULATIONS 
 
The regulations must include sanitation standards for custom 
slaughter facilities and accessories used at the facilities (1) in the 
slaughter of animals, (2) to dress and clean the carcasses, (3) for 
holding and handling the carcasses, and (4) holding animals for 
custom slaughter.  They must also include health requirements for 
animals for slaughter.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Livestock and Slaughterhouses 
 
By law, the Department of Agriculture monitors livestock health and 
regulates slaughtering methods.  No animal may be slaughtered unless 
it is rendered insensible to pain or restrained by an approved method.  
The law requires that meat and poultry products sold in 
establishments in which food is stored, processed, prepared, offered 
for sale, or sold directly to a consumer be inspected for wholesomeness 
under an official regulatory program, such as the USDA's. 
 
COMMITTEE ACTION 
 
Environment Committee 
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Joint Favorable Report 

Yea 28 Nay 0 
 
 


